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to set up, that one Italian should not be
immediately succeeded by another, was master-
fully ignored, Clerical patrons had to sub-
mit; it was not found possible, though the
attempt was made, to treat lay patrons in
the same way.

Papal hold on England was strengthened
when John was forced to become the man of
Innocent III. John had plunged into a
quarrel in which he was in the wrong ; the
great Pope first excommunicated him and
then threatened to issue a bull depriving him
of his kingdom as unworthy to reign. John
submitted, and the Pope for a price gave John,
not less unworthy than before, his full
support. The price was that John surrendered
Ms kingdom to the Pope, and received it
back as a vassal, swearing fealty and paying
tribute to his superior. What right the one
had to surrender and the other to bestow
the kingdom we need not enquire. In their
research for sources of income the claim to
feudal superiority over kingdoms ^as often
made by the Popes. It had been attempted
in vain with William I. The Pope had
approved his English adventure, and construed
this approval as a grant. If William had
accepted a grant, he would on feudal principles
have incurred the obligation of fealty to his